Plasma renin activity in fetal disease.
Fetal plasma renin activity (PRA) was measured in 42 pregnancies. Compared to control fetuses, PRA was elevated in three of four hypoxemic fetuses, in two of five with hydrops and in two of five with uropathies. PRA did not change with transfusion in seven alloimmunized fetuses. This study demonstrates PRA in human fetuses and suggests that the renin-angiotensin system can respond to stimuli in fetal life.